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FIELDS OF SPECIALIZATION 

  
Regional Economic and Workforce Development, Economic Development Strategy, 
Strategic Planning, and Program Evaluation 

 
EDUCATION 

 Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs, Cleveland State University, OH 
Master of Public Administration (MPA), with a concentration in Economic 
Development, August 2001 

  
Nicholls State University, Thibodaux, LA 
Bachelor of Arts, English, December 1998 

 
POSITIONS 
 

January 2013–
Present 

Regional Economic and Workforce Development Specialist, W.E. Upjohn Institute for 
Employment Research, Kalamazoo, MI 
 

October 2010 
to present 
(Concurrently) 
 

Managing Editor, Economic Development Quarterly, W.E. Upjohn Institute for 
Employment Research, Kalamazoo, MI 
 

March–
December 
2012 
 

Program Director, Center for The Next Generation Economy, College of Urban Affairs, 
Cleveland State University, Cleveland, OH 
 

March 2001–
March 2012 
 

Assistant Director, Center for Public Management and The Great Lakes Environmental 
Finance Center, College of Urban Affairs, Cleveland State University, Cleveland, OH 
 

May 2008–
May 2010 
(Concurrently) 
 

Associate Director, The Urban Center, Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs, 
Cleveland State University, Cleveland, OH 

May 2008–
June 2009 
(Concurrently) 

Coordinator, Ohio Urban University Program (UUP), College of Urban Affairs, Cleveland 
State University, Cleveland, OH 

mailto:Robey@upjohn.org
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May 2008–
June 2009 
(Concurrently) 
 

Director, Northeast Ohio Research Consortium (NEORC), College of Urban Affairs, 
Cleveland State University, Cleveland, OH 
 

July 1999–
March 2001 

Research Assistant, Center for Public Management, Maxine Goodman Levin College of 
Urban Affairs, Cleveland State University, Cleveland, OH 
 

September 
1999–May 
2005 
(Concurrently) 
 

Project Manager, Northeast Ohio Research Consortium (NEORC, College of Urban 
Affairs, Cleveland State University, Cleveland, OH 
 

September 
1998–July 
1999 
 

Project Manager, Department of Economics and Finance, College of Business, Nicholls 
State University, Thibodaux, LA 
 

February 
1993–
September 
1998 

Programs Coordinator, South Louisiana Economic Council, Thibodaux, LA 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
“Economic Development Recommendations That Focus on the “Working Poor”: Lessons From Waco.” 
Employment Research 21(3): [1]-3, 2014 (with George Erickcek, Don Edgerly, Brian Pittelko, Bridget 
Timmeney, and Jim Robey).  
 
"What Should EDA Fund? Developing a Model for Preassessment of Economic Development 
Investments.” Economic Development Quarterly 25(1): 65–78, 2011 (with Brad R. Watts, Jacob Duritsky, 
Kevin O’Brien, and James Robey). 
 
“The Use of Focus Groups for Design and Implementation of Collaborative Environmental Administrative 
Programs: A Comparison of Two State-Level Processes in Ohio.” Environmental Practice, National 
Association of Environmental Professionals 9(3): 166-178, 2007 (with Wendy A. Kellogg, Kevin O’Brien, 
and Kirstin Toth). 
 
“Training Needs of Coastal Resources Decision Makers in Ohio’s Lake Erie Basin.” Coastal Management, 
33(3): 335-351, 2005 (with Wendy A. Kellogg, Michael J. S. Tevesz, Kevin O’Brien, Michael McGoun, 
Kirstin Toth, and Dan Baracskay). 
 
“The Current Coastal Resource Management Training Market in Ohio’s Lake Erie Basin.” Coastal 
Management, 32(3): 271-291, 2004 (with Wendy A. Kellogg, Kevin O’Brien, Michael J.S. Tevesz, Linda 
Feix, Christine Kasselmann, Jeffrey M. Reutter, and Gene Wright). 
 
“Slanted Pavement: How Ohio’s Highway Spending Shortchanges Cities and Suburbs.” March 2003. 
Discussion paper prepared for The Brookings Institution Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy (with 
Billie Geyer, Edward W. Hill, Kevin O’Brien, and Robert Puentes). 

http://research.upjohn.org/empl_research/vol21/iss3/1/
http://207.67.203.77/elibsql02_W10000_Documents/bw11wsef1.pdf
http://207.67.203.77/elibsql02_W10000_Documents/bw11wsef1.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/research/slanted-pavement-how-ohios-highway-spending-shortchanges-cities-and-suburbs/
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BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
“Chapter 10: The City Works.” August 2012. In Introduction to Urban Studies, Fourth Edition. Roberta 
Steinbacher and Virginia O. Benson, eds. Dubuque, IA: Kenall/Hunt Publishing, 2012. Contributing 
author. 
 
“Slanted Pavement: How Ohio’s Highway Spending Shortchanges Cities and Suburbs.” In Taking the High 
Road: A Metropolitan Agenda for Transportation Reform. Bruce Katz and Rob Puentes, eds. Washington, 
D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 2005. Contributing author. 
 
FUNDED RESEARCH REPORTS 
 
The National-Level Economic Impact of the Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP): Estimates for 
Fiscal Year 2017. April 23, 2018 (with Jim Robey, Randall W. Eberts, Kathleen Bolter, Marie Holler, and 
Brian Pittelko). Prepared for the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP).  
 
Urban Growth Initiative for Greater Downtown Kalamazoo. March 20, 2018. [Supported by the City of 
Kalamazoo and the Brownfield Development Authority] (with Jim Robey, Randall W. Eberts, Lee Adams, 
Kathleen Bolter, Don Edgerly, Marie Holler, and Brian Pittelko). 
 
Evaluation of the Battle Creek Jobs Fund. June 30, 2017. [Supported by Battle Creek Unlimited] (with 
George A. Erickcek, Jim Robey, Brian Pittelko, Marie Holler, and Don Edgerly). 
 
Estimating the Impacts of PlazaCorp Investments Related to the Acquisition of the Arcadia Ramp in 
Downtown Kalamazoo on the Region. March 16, 2017. [Supported by PlazaCorp] (with Jim Robey, 
Randall W. Eberts, and Kathleen Bolter). 
 
The National-Level Economic Impact of the Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP). March 3, 2017 
(with Jim Robey, Randall W. Eberts, Kathleen Bolter, Marie Holler, Nicholas Marsh, and Brian Pittelko). 
Prepared for the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership (MEP).  
 
Labor Market Analysis for the Kenosha, Wisconsin Region. May 16, 2016. [Supported by the Kenosha 
Area Business Alliance (KABA)] (with Bryan Bommersbach, Don Edgerly, George Erickcek, Brian Pittelko, 
Jim Robey, and Bridget Timmeney). 
 
I-69 Thumb Region Asset Mapping of Work-Based Programs and Initiatives: Final Report. April 28, 2016 
(with Lee Adams, Bryan Bommersbach, Brian Pittelko, Jim Robey, and Bridget Timmeney). Report 
prepared for the GLS Region V Planning and Development Commission and the I-69 Thumb Region 
Education Action Team. 
 
Accelerate: Economic Development Strategy and Prosperity Plan for the I-69 Thumb Region. December 
8, 2014. [Supported by Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission] (with George Erickcek, Don 
Edgerly, Brian Pittelko, Bridget Timmeney, Dennis Burnside, and Jim Robey). 
 

http://research.upjohn.org/reports/230/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/230/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/231/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/234/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/227/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/227/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/226/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/220/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/221/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/213/
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Southcentral Michigan Five-Year Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy: Final Report. 
September 30, 2014. [Supported by the U.S. Economic Development Administration] (with George 
Erickcek, Don Edgerly, Brian Pittelko, and Bridget Timmeney). 
 
Demand Study for Construction Employees. August 27, 2014. [Supported by The Construction Diversity 
Committee, Commission on Economic Inclusion, Greater Cleveland Partnership, Cleveland, OH] (with 
George Erickcek, Brian Pittelko, Doug Hoffman, and Jim Robey). 
 
Economic Development Strategic Plan for the City of Waco, Texas. May 16, 2014. [Supported by City of 
Waco, Texas] (with Dennis Burnside, Don Edgerly, George Erickcek, Brian Pittelko, Bridget Timmeney, 
and Jim Robey). 
 
A Comprehensive Analysis of the Current and Future Talent Needs for the TALENT 2025 Region. June 25, 
2013. [Supported by TALENT 2025, West Michigan Strategic Alliance] (with George Erickcek, Brian 
Pittelko, and Bridget Timmeney). 
 
A Qualitative Assessment of the International Exposition Center to the Greater Cleveland Area. 
December 1, 2012. Prepared for the International Exposition Center (IX Center) (with Kyle Johnson, Kyle 
Julien).  
 
Needs Assessment and Service Strategy. August 7, 2012. Prepared for Chagrin River Watershed Partners, 
Inc. (with Daila Shimek).  
 
Fiscal Review of the Cleveland Public Library and Scan of State and National Trends in Library 
Funding. February 2012. [Supported by the Cleveland Public Library] (with Kevin O’Brien, Kyle Julien, 
Scott Winograd).  
 
Northeast Ohio Stormwater Consortium Strategic Plan 2012-2014. February 2012. Prepared for The 
Northeast Ohio Storm Water Training Consortium.  
 
Curriculum for EDA: Improving the Partnership Planning Program. December 2011. [Supported by the 
U.S. Economic Development Administration] (with George Erickcek, Jim Robey, and Brad Watts).  
 
Regionalism, Networks, and Partnerships: A Leadership Approach to Economic Development. December 
2011. [Supported by the U.S. Economic Development Administration] (with George Erickcek, Brad Watts, 
and Jim Robey).  

Review of the Operations of Bay Village, Ohio. December 2011. [Supported by the City of Bay Village, 
Ohio] (With Daila Shimek, Kyle Julien, Scott Winograd, James Wyles, Kevin E. O'Brien).  

The Next Steps Toward Consolidating Public Safety Dispatch Centers: Parma, Ohio. November 2011. 
[Supported by the City of Parma, Ohio] (With Daila Shimek, Scott Winograd, Kimberly Renee Vining, 
Eugene Kramer, Thomas Cozzens, Kevin E. O'Brien, Andrew Batson).   

An Assessment of EDA’S Partnership Planning Program. August 31, 2011. [Supported by the U.S. 
Economic Development Administration] (with George A. Erickcek, Brad R. Watts, Larry Ledebur, Daila 
Shimek, Kevin O’Brien, Andrew Batson, Jim Robey, Jacob Duritsky, and Kim Merik). 
 

http://research.upjohn.org/reports/212/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/209/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/205/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/682/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/681/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/463/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/463/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/454/
http://research.upjohn.org/presentations/32/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/467
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/466
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/193/
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Strategic Plan for OhioLINK’s Digital Resource Commons. October 2010. Prepared for OhioLINK.   
 
Assessing the Feasibility of an Aerotropolis Around Cleveland Hopkins International Airport: Technical 
Report; Executive Summary; Appendices. August 2010. Prepared for Berea Community Development 
Corporation (with Daila Shimek, James Wyles, Brian A. Mikelbank, Jim Robey, Kevin O’Brien).  
 
Feasibility Study: Consolidated Dispatch Center for Police, Fire, and EMS Services. December 2009. 
[Supported by the Cities of Parma, Berea, Brecksville, Broadview Heights, Brooklyn, Brooklyn Heights, 
Brook Park, Garfield Heights, Independence, Middleburg Heights, North Royalton, Parma Heights, Seven 
Hills, and Valley View] (with Daila Shimek, Ryan Foster, Holly Cooper, Kevin O'Brien, Caitlin Johnson).   
 
The Likely Impact of Mandated Paid Sick and Family-Care Leave on the Economy and Economic 
Development Prospects of the State of Ohio. September 2008. Prepared for Ohioans to Protect Jobs.  
 
An Analysis of the Feasibility of a Joint Economic Development District between the City of Brunswick 
and Hinckley Township. June 2008. Prepared for City of Brunswick and Hinckley Township, Ohio (with 
Kevin O'Brien, Daila Shimek, Michael McGoun, Ryan Foster).  
 
Best Practices: Innovative Funding Mechanisms for Financing Lead Remediation Programs. June 2008. 
Prepared for Greater Cleveland Lead Advisory Council Infrastructure and Sustainability Subcommittee 
(with Daila Shimek, Michael McGoun, Kara Chernet, Christopher Gollan).  
 
Comprehensive Study of Regionalism: Tools for Comparison and Evaluation. May 2008. [Prepared for the 
U.S. Economic Development Administration] (with George A. Erickcek, Jason M. Preuss, Brad R. Watts, 
Kevin O’Brien, Daila Shimek, Jim Robey, and Jacob Duritsky). 
 
Northeast Ohio Information Technology Workforce Report. December 2007. Prepared for NorTech.  
 
The Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund: A Report on the Outcomes of Stakeholder Forums. October 2007. 
Prepared for Clean Ohio and the Ohio Department of Development.   

An Examination of the Quality of Supply and Demand Issues of Northeast Ohio’s Information and 
Communications Technology Workforce (Phase II). June 2007. Prepared for Cuyahoga County Workforce 
Investment Board and Team NEO (with Daila Shimek, Michael McGoun).  

A Review of Tax and Expenditure Limitations and their Impact on State and Local Government in Ohio. 
March 2006 (revised May 2006) (with Edward W. Hill, Matthew Sattler, Jacob Duritsky, Kevin O’Brien).  

Standard Protocol for Team Process Review of Ohio's Urban School Districts. March 2006. [Supported by 
the Ohio School Facilities Commission].  

Training Needs of Coastal Resources Decision Makers in Ohio's Lake Erie Basin. July 2005. [Supported by 
the National Estuarine Research Reserves System] (with Wendy Kellogg, Michael J. Tevesz, Kevin 
O'Brien, Kirstin Toth, Micheal McGoun, Dan Baracskay).   

Team Process Review of the Accelerated Urban Initiative: Toledo Public Schools. January 2005. 
[Supported by the Ohio School Facilities Commission] (with Kevin O'Brien, Larry C. Ledebur, Billie K. 
Geyer, K. Toth, Michael McGoun). 

https://www.ohiolink.edu/content/ohiolink_digital_resource_commons_drc
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/413/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/413/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/155/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0ahUKEwi01obf35TcAhVj54MKHQs5D5QQFggvMAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcua6.urban.csuohio.edu%2Furban_center%2Fsick_leave%2Freport.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0-bVFwwqVP9AF99Q52W9eg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0ahUKEwi01obf35TcAhVj54MKHQs5D5QQFggvMAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcua6.urban.csuohio.edu%2Furban_center%2Fsick_leave%2Freport.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0-bVFwwqVP9AF99Q52W9eg
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/324/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/324/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/290/
http://research.upjohn.org/reports/20/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/325/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwi1y-vG4JTcAhXJ8YMKHbRMB-gQFggqMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohioenvironmentallawblog.com%2FFinalStakeholderReport.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0GVhmCJ5Vkf6g7ApA5Uodr
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/326/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/326/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/530/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/602
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/598
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/331
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Estimating the Value of a FirstEnergy Investment: Habitat for Humanity. 2005. [Supported by 
FirstEnergy, Ohio] (with Jim Robey and Kevin O’Brien).  

Analysis of Literacy Funding in Cuyahoga County. 2005.  

The Current Coastal Resource Management Training Market in Ohio's Lake Erie Basin. April 2004. 
[Supported by the National Estuarine Research Reserves System] (with Wendy Kellogg, Kevin O'Brien, 
Micheal J. Tevesz, Dan Baracskay, Linda Feix, Christine Kasselmann, Jeffrey Reutter, Gene Wright). 

BUGC - Funding Options for Emerging Public Works Infrastructure Investments in Cuyahoga County. 
Prepared for Build Up Greater Cleveland. 2004. [Supported by Build Up Greater Cleveland] (with Billie 
Geyer, Kevin O’Brien).  

Coastal Resources Management Training Needs Assessment: Strategies and Opportunities. June 2003. 
Prepared for Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research Reserve, Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources, and Ohio Sea Grant College Program (with Kevin O’Brien, Wendy Kellogg, Michael Tevesz).  

Needs Assessment: A Report on Seven Focus Groups in Ohio: Report Summary. March 2003.  [Supported 
by Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research Reserve, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, and 
Ohio Sea Grant College Program] (with Kevin O'Brien, Daniel Baracskay, Wendy A. Kellogg, Michael 
McGoun, Michael J. Tevesz, Kirstin S. Toth).  

 

https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/330/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/329
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/599
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/332
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/332
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/302/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/urban_facpub/304

